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Swanscombe & Greenhithe Residents Association
BY RESIDENTS o FOR RESIDENTS

Secretary0 s Me s Theageais beginning to feel the effects of thathcoming
developments locally. Local bus services changimgew houses becoming capied,
known hi storical areaos being renamed
developments may bring some benefits, at the moment it all seems negative and sté
from a lack of consultation with the existing popuian. Decisions being taken byele ‘
living outside of the areaOur Association is dedicated to maintaining and improving t
area and if we all work together, we may be able to mtdase making decisions listen to us.

SOCIAL SCENE -Bryan Read. (Secretary)

Bingo All welcome, ®me along and join in, have a night out and enjoy yourself. We pridselves on
the friendly atmosptre. This takes place every Tuesdayeningat the Scouts Hall in Church Rqad
Swanscombe. Doors open @t i, 6 e y e s-30gho Wenndrmally finigh &8-00pm so you will ot be

home late. Entry is only(, at the st@ and during the interval refreshments are available at low prices.

Outings Our last outing this year is to Romford Market. It is on Wed. Nov.
Seats are £100p and there are just a few left. We leave Swanscomb&@drf. W
and pick up in Greenttie on the waygetting back home by@pmA large Street m B

Market plus inside shopping Centre. Many use the day to get items for Christmas. If you
want to come use the form on tfirseserbea.c k pa?}Q but

Chi | dr e n @dssaciafd@Mentbarswill find a form at the end athis newsletter s
to put their children forward foro@hr i st mas Chi | dr e 8'0Bec IP aERt Ty
takes place at th€hurch Centre, SwanscombeStreef Swanscombe. Starting apr@
until 5-30pm with a & down tea, games, entertainer and Fa@terstmas. All provided by
the Associatiorior the ages of 4 to 11 years. You need to be existing members.

Surgeries Our Associatn Councillorsconduct surgeries at thiEown Council Office Hall in The
Grove, Svanscombe. They take place on the first Sunday of each month fr@@ah® until noon. It is easy

to reachand isalso oppositehe freefiThe Grove car park.They also have surgeries in Greenhithe at the
ASDA Café on the ?. Sunday of each monthThey canhelp and advise on problems associatéiti @il
theCouncils. Theyw i | | al so welcome your vVviews onforhowandar e
the future Confidential items can also be dealt witdext surgeries are on Sut®. Nov, 6. Dec. in
Swanscombe and t18¥. Nov, 13". Dec in Greenhithe.

Annual Meeting The AGM of the Association takes place on Mond&{.INov at Z30pm in the
Scouts Hall, 110, Church Road, Swanscombe. All Association members are welcome to attend. We follo
the meeting with a cheese and wine evening. Giving you a chance to meet the committee and o
Councill ords. ltds an opportunity to put forwar
committee should be passed to the secretary bytHedk. We are also hoping for a guest speaker.

Memberships This years renewal isnow overdue.If you are not already a member,join_now.

Please make sure that you keep your membership up to date. As you know these newsletters are now o
delivered to cuient members and you could miss out. Do not assume that when you reach retiring age the
we know your age, you need to tell us. There is a form at the end of this newsletter, if you are in doubt ser
it in and we will check. Occasionally, like this newsdet we will deliver throughout to allow others to join.
Anyone living in the area can join, if you know of someone wanting to join then tell them to contact our
secretary. Our membershipnows i n t h ewe dre pdo0irty dhat byaus all working taler, that not

only are we, as a population, successfully running our area but are also working on improving facilities.
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Advertising We include limited advertising in the newsletter to help with printing costs. If you are
interested contact the secretary, Bryan Read at 17, Eglinton Road, Swanscomtd2AKe it S.

OTHER NEWS
Crime Prevention Prevention is better than cure; alwdgsk up your propertygeairely. Never let
anyone into your home unless you are absolutely sure of their identity. All genuine callers carry an identit
card, ask to see it. Yfou are stillunsure askphone to check. If you do not have a phone ask them to come
back, so that you can check. Using this procedure will help stop bogus officials from the electric, gas, wate
and council from operating in our area. Fit a chain to goar.
Local Policing we now have a police team %  Ppolice S acal i
coverirg the area, a beat officer andP3I S 06 s , PC RS S#w@*;:mm a mrm
Payne07772226039, PSCa@liza Hailey (Greenhithe) U7SFAISISIE Predy 52(;039
07870252231, PSCO Richard Coomber
(Swanscombe) 07870252713FPSCO Steve Keers§is PCSO N Feso i PLSO
(Castle) 07772113135They would like to thank you 1§ e 0 oy & ittt
for your continued support and aslat you keep thm S : ,
informed about any local incidents, no matter how smallTo contact them ring 101 or emalil
nhp.dartford@pnn.police.ukTo r eport a <c¢rime thatés happened ring
crimes in progress or you are in danger. For all crimes reported make sure you get a crime number so beat it ca
traced later for result$f. you see anything suspiciolet the police know quickly on the numbers above.
Citizens Advice The Citizens Advicesurgeryis held at the
Old Fire Station Cafén Church Road, Swanscombe. They are =
there every Wednesday of the Month from 1lam. until no
appointmentsat noon andl2-30pm. with a confidential room for’
discussions. You can book an appointment by ringing 01
270947 or call into the Café. A much needed service for the
giving advice on Tax, Money, et 6 s , benefits er
of yourconcerns. There is anslar service in Greenhithe &t . Mar yo6s Church Commt
a dropin service from 10am to 130am on Wednesday 8 Oct, 2%". Nov. and the 1& Dec.
Community Cafe Run by the Town Council, besides being able to get teas and rhkalsices it
offers many community items such as the CAB (above), local information and even public toilets.
Swanscombe Strollers RRC (Registered) This is a friendly 6Fun
the Town. No set training days, so it is flexible tat siou. Those who want to, regularly take part in
organised races giving the opportunity to meet those from other clubs from Britain and overseas. They ent
runs from 5K to half and full Mar at hons tahlle toivce
meaning that savings can be made on fees as well as Public Liability Insurance. Part of their activities
also running to raise money for charity. If you want to keep fit/gentle jog at whatever pace suits you, why
not contact them. For detait®ntact Tracey Kitchener, (sec) on 01322 370858 or Mobile 07793075166.
Lions Our local Lons Club are keen to be more active locally and would like t@
hear of community projects and ideas from the area. The Lions would like to hg
from anyone locally wisi ng to join the c¢club or f
Parker or01474 815916 (mobile 07920 145780) or emaithaelparker45@aol.com’
. You can also access their websitew.northfleetlions.co.ukor details of their events and fundraising.
The Lions are continuing to promote theMe s sage i n a bottleo and will
Contact Sandy Barden on 01474 358487 (esmilybarden@tiscali.co.)kf you are interested.
Scouts The B Galley Hill Scout troop have their headquarters at The Scout Hall, 110, Church Road,
Swanscombe. The Beaver Colony (6/8 years) meets Sat. mornings at 9ancolisb(&10 years) meet Wedkt.
7-00pm. Scouts (10/14 years) meet on Fri.-80pm. They have activities and weekend camps and remind you that
scouting is for boys and girls. Interested, phone 07919 892876, or call in the hall.
Girl Guides and Brownies They still meet every Monday evening at the Methodist Church hall on the
corner of Church/Milton Road, Swanscombe. Brownies 630pMm, Girl Guides 7 to-80pm. They welcome anyone
wanting to join to call in and see them.

Residents Tuesday Bingo Club
Every Tuesday evening
at the Scout Hall, Church Road, Swanscombe.
Craylands Lane, Swanscombe, Kent. = =4 7‘30pm until mpm (doors apen 7-0013]!1)
For more details visit or phone 01322 382929 Entrance Ollly m R efrmhments av ailable.

CRAY TOTS PRE-SCHOOL

gf:?\‘\‘v Play and Education for children 2 to S years
”ﬁ/’uj

Heritage Community Hall,



mailto:nhp.dartford@pnn.police.uk
mailto:michaelparker45@aol.com
http://www.northfleetlions.co.uk/
mailto:sandybarden@tiscali.co.uk
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Swanscombe Methodist Church The Church holds its services at the Church on the corner of
Church/Milton Road at @ 5am on Sundays .Crolsesy Sa lost\Wed.Hradd@Ohad i
9-30pm. G@ufdf eae fMmothersécond Baturday of the month at 10am. All are weldoroall in.
The Churchhave some Christmas events organised :

Christingle Service on Sunday'2Mecember at 2@5am.

Christmas Eve Service on Thursday'2Becember at-DOpm.
In Joint arrangement with St. Peter & St. Ratihrist Apostolic andRedeemed Churches the following
events have been arranged :

Carol Singing Sat. 12'. Dec. at 11am in Swanscombe High Street.

Carol Service Wed 18". Dec at 7pnat St. Peter & St. Paul Church.

Carols by Stella Light Fri. 18" Dec at 730pm.me et at the fATop Houseod, Cr

For more information on all these events contact Janet on 01322 387096.

Swanscombe Leisure Centre The Centre in Craylands Lane is now recognised as one of the best
in the area. Following a complete rdfishment it now has a large Aerobic studio, Racket Sports, Group
Cycle studio, 55 station Gym, Creche and a café lounge. It offisc@aunted price scheme for residents

of Swanscombe andsreenhithe. Being a member of the Swanscombe Centre also givesgonbership

of the Cascades and Cygnet centres in Gravesend. They encourage you tamdlhave a touto see
what 6s on of, faewell aa farther discauntBhexebale @lso inclusive package deals such as Fit
Kid (12-15years), Teen (167 year), Low Income, 60+, Family &AdulY¥ou can further details on their
websitewww.qgcll.co.ukor you can phone on 01322 386362.

Swanscombe Senior Lunch Club The Lunch club has now beepis=g~ G I
providing a 2 course luncto happy members for 18 monthBhe club started up a ‘ f&f—, )
St. Peter & St. Paul Church Centre on Wednesdays fro®0&in until 230pmwhen B € &=
Age UK shut its doors at the Oast House2014 and is run by a dedicated tearh =2

caring volunteersThey thank the syjrt they have had from local Councillors, Towft™
Mayor and High Sheriff of Kent as well as the grants received from DBC and KCC
This has allowed them to purchase many useful items for the club including
entertainmenequipment, evetaking members on a frito Herne BayNew helpers
are always welcome, contact Pat@f805 064777 or if you want to join in, conta
Karen on 01322 37081%hey are now hopeful that soon the Church will be able to provide a new cooker to
make life easier in cooking lunches.

emerald

o

Z Swanscombe Tigers are one of the largest voluntary organisations in the area and they
as hfe Changes are proud holders of the FA Charter Standard Club awards at both Adult and Junior levels.

These awards have been joined in the last few weeks by the prestigious FA Community
Status award.

The Tigers run teams from U7's through to their two Men's teams and also run an U12's
Girls team and Ladies Team as well as three Ability sides.

The Club, which is recognised by the Kent FA as being one of the most progressive in the
County, Is always looking for players at all levels to represent what is a real Community
Club which is open to all.

All of the Tigers coaches are FA qualified and all training sessions take place within the
Swanscombe and Greenhithe area as the Club is committed to providing coaching for
boys and girls of all ages and abilities.

For further information on the Club, who are the current
Kent FA Charter Standard Club of the Year, and to find
out how you or your son or daughter can join the Tigers,
please visit the Club’s website www.swanscombetigers.com
or please contact the Club's Secretary Kevin Matthews on
01474 356082.

]

Swan Valley Pharmacy

{PCT Accredited Pharmacy)

Strawberry Hill,

Bevis C]OSE, Stone, Dartford Free Prescription collection and Delivery Service.
Medication Use Review, Repeat Prescriptions,

“Taking care of you and all your Healthcare needs’

« Spacious one and two bedroom Available to

Emergency Supplies, Professional Services.
properties with private outdoor space rent from 2o =
January 2016 . $ St T

*» Dedicated management team and ervices Available

e NOTE — Pharmacy also at 94, Church Road, Swanscombe
For further information please contact:
Joanne Danston, Dartford Borough Council Allocations Team on Swanscombe Health Centre
01322 343378 or email Joanne.Danston@dartford.gov.uk Southfleet Road, Swanscombe. QCE&% i

Kent. DA10 OBF
T 01322 313640

WESTKENT e F 01322 427158
westkent.org
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Eastern Quarry Land Securities

tell usthat on the first phase (Castle
Hill) over 100 houses are under
constructionwith almost 60 occupiedfy | I
The 29 and 39 phases are expecteflgmsses
to start later this year once the ED — ek v
have approved their applicationVork is to take place onf
Southfleet Road to improve traffic flow and a parkland a

done to some of the play ar€ur Councillors were contacted b
residents and took up the probleithey also ask that anyone
visiting the site by car to use designated parking places and -
block drives. Currently the developers araliscussions with KCC about a new primary school to be built
in the area. The 483 bus now enters thelgitenotconnectingoroperlywith Swanscombe and Greenhithe.
For further details othe internet go tavww.ebbsfleetvalley.co.ufor moreinformation.

Ingress Park Thedevelopment is reaching its final stages but it will still some time to complete, we
have been given this latest informatien :

Pier Development Following the latest public congation Crests have refined and improved their plans
to take into account the comments received. They expect to be able to submit a formal planning applicatic
before the end of the year.

Ingress Lodge (The Gatehousé)l t 6 s expect ed this&tade & disted buiidimg wille s t
commence in early 2016. Architects are now working to clear all the outstanding listed building conditions.

Fastracki The new road from Ingress Park to MaMiay is expected to be complete by the end of the
year. The oly delay to this could come from the need to install traffic lights to its junction to the London
Road at the bottom of Craylands Lane. This will reduce the amount of bus movements in Ingress Pat
Avenue but will have a detrimental effect on bus servicethe London Road between Knockhall Chase
and Craylands Lane. We will be watching what the bus company does to mitigate this effect.

Village Heightsi This part of the development with 12 apartments is close to the Gatehouse and is due t
commence earlgext year. This will include restoring the adjacent listed walls and railings.

Cambria Sea Scoutsi Cr est s0 hel ped the Sea Scouts to i mp
ago and al so assisted them t higain wit the Piea Devetopemt r
planned to incorporat slipway and boat park, giving a chance of sailing and rowing on the Thames.
lllustrated Talk Christoph Bul) our local historian is giving a fredustratedtalk at 7-00pm on
fiSwansombe & Greenhithei n  WWIk takes place on Sat. #4Nov. at the Town Council Offices in
The Grove, SwanscombBefore the talk between@pm and 80pm there isn exhibition on the same
subject at the same place. Why not just drop in and look droline evening marks the launch of
Swanscombe & Greenhithe Local History Group. For more detaiitact Lesley Howes on 07774 802880.

The George and Dragon

Your local Award Winning Pub A. J, CELEBRA TIO”s - PARTY SHOP

As listed in the Good Beer Guide. l
/

Party Goods and Novelties for all occasions
Cards, Gifts, Balloon Decorating and much more. ..
Our restaurant serves food Tuesday — Saturday Kjds Sweets’ C[mes and Party Bags now in Stm:k' y
12 to 3pm, 6 to 9 pm, Sunday Roasts 12 to 4 pm. 5, The Parade, High Street, Swanscombe, Kent.
Wed. to Fri. — Senior Citizen 2 course Lunch £7-50p Phone 01322 387200 ema“ www.ajcelehrations.cn.uk

Christmas Menu now available.
We have quiz nights every olher Tuesday
andr [}
Please follow us on Facebook for full listing of AJ Pets and Home GOOdS
Forthcoming events or Twitter. =

Winners of many ‘CAMRA’ awards for best real ale pub.
Home of the award winning “Ca Br vy’ de in
The cave of the George and Dragon.

www.georgedragonswanscombe.co.uk
Tele. No. 01322 386440 to book a table
Mobile (Bron) 07802 456694

Under New Management

3, The Parade, High Street, Swanscombe, DA10 OAJ

For all your pet requl ts plus h d

Free Delivery on orders over £15 in Greenhithe 8 Swanscombe

Phone 07835 711288 open 9am to 4pm Mon. to Sat.
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Useful Numbers To assist yowhen you have problems we publish the phone numbers of some of the
various agencies and our Councillors that operate in the area.

Kent County Councillor - Peter Harman 07956 347419

DBC Councillors- John Hayes 01322 387452Bryan Read1322 383895- Richard Lees 01322
382558

Kent Highways J for reporting potholes, lights out, overgrown verge tree$ 68000 418181

Police - 01622 690 690 (see also the article on local policing)

Dartford Borough Council 6 01322 343434 ( emergency out of hours 0845 634 1212)

Swanscombe & Greenhithe Town Councf 01322 385513  Citizens Advicei See article
Grove Irish Dancers Lessons take place for those 4 years to Adults on Sats. fred@ak@until
12noon and Thurs. at-80pm until Z00pm. It is at the Church Centre, Swanscombe Street, Swanscombe.
The cost is £400p (£3 for the first lesson). You can just go alongtlen day, or for more details email
Elaine altheqrovelds@hotmall CO. telephone 07855 049091. :

Marshes has now been withdrawn.isTimeans that it will not have any effect on 1}
Paramount Theme Resort application. —
Greenhithe Station The Development in planning for flats and a health centre d@ppGseenhithe
Train Station hadbeen withdrawn by the developaut has now r@ppearedWe do not know why but will
keep the area under review.

2016 Calendar Following the successful &ibn last year of ouCalendar depicting historic pictures of
Swanscombe and Greenhithge have now progressed to a further edition for next year witbreit
views. The price is the same at-®8p a copy. If you want to reserve your copy contact Lesley Howes on
01322 370109 or mobile 07774 802880u can also use emédsley howes@talk21.com

National Grid Site This project has received outline planning permission. It comprised&lings

and now Mase 1 for the first 181 properties is in the final planning stagBse developer expects
permission by the end of the year when construction can stakedmup to date you can look into their
websitewww.ebbsfleetgreen.com

Empire Sports Area The developer tells us that the planning journey for this site is reaching a
conclusion. Ernham Homes (Builder) @ato submit a reserved matters application for the 40 homes and if
approved expect to start building next spring.

Bluewater A big feature of Bluewatdr s i t 6 sinifs 4"byeaf om y r 4@ N &
18", Sept. 5,000 visited, there were 2,000 jobs on offer tieerB0 retailers 25 Ry
andrestaurantsThe first job offered was acceptedthin 30 minutes of the

fayre opening, for more information go to’|
WWW. Iearnlnqshopbluewater co.ukhe Centre haa number of newshops

waler

complex is now getting prepared for Christmas. For more informatio
stores, restaurantsyents, opening hours and jobs wgitw.bluewater.co.uk

Biffa Pit This large area of ground between Mounts Road and Knockhall Chase is still under
consideration for a housing project. At the moment we have no details of what oramtieio our
knowledge there is no current planning applicatiomsdon as we find any details we will let you know.

la, b &c Knockhall Road Thee have been several planning applications for this site but to date
nothing has happened/e have reservations on the original plans as an overdevelopment in this arda as wel
as an entrance so close to the Knockhall Road/London Road junction. We wait to see what happens.
Little Swanscombe This development for 110 properties at the bottom of Craylands Lane has had
the ground cleared but nothing furth€he owner is probablwaitingto see how the Theme Park develops
before proceeding.d& another arethatwe will all have keep under observation.

St. Clements Way Site This site opposite McDonalds in Greenhithe is proceeding quite fast for the
planned 180+ propertie$heother end of the site near the Bluewater entrance was origpiatiped for a
Garden Centre but now has permission for a further 150+ properties, thus making the overall site well ove
300+.We hope we are wrong, but the site entrance with traffic lightthis over busy road to Bluewater
could be a major future problem.

Drop in Centre The MS Society have a drop in centre at St Peter & Paul Church Hall, Swanscombe
Street. It is every Thurs. between 11am. and 3pm. Intended for those suffering frormyM&sthwelcome



mailto:thegroveids@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lesley_howes@talk21.com
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anyone affected by Neurological illness. Call in to discuss matters, they also arrange for a MS Speciali
Practitioner/Carer Support to attend to offer advice.
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Cricket Club The Swanscombe and Greenhithe Cricket Club are still interéstedtracting new
players of all ages and abilities. They play on Broomfield Park, Swanscombe, league matches on Saturde
plus friendly games on Sundays. They also have net practice at Erith Sports Centre every Sunday from 2
4pm. If you are interesteccontact their secretary Frazer Barnes on 07545 121196 or email
frazer.j.barnes@gmail.com

Urban Development Corporation and Garden City The EDC Boardis now
up and running, their office is basedthe Plice Station on Thames Way in Northfle@ie
do not know if this is temporayput we would have preferred that it was more central to
Garden City area which would be in the TovBu far local contact has been low but w
expect this to increase as @ngoes byThe

Chief Executive is Robin Cooper who is

currently learning about the are®lost of

you will have heard about the EDC aall

the proposed housing development. Well it

has been reported by us sin2e02 t hat 6s

over 13 years. We know all aboyur fears

on traffic and other issues as well as your

expectationgrom earlier developer promises

so we would expect the EDC tovestigate

this history and build it into the way forward.

To date none of the earlier promises have

been keptonly the om to provide a bus

service from Eastern Quarry linking to

Swanscombe and Greenhithe. What no one said wawliestArriva provided a service to a very limited
part of the Town itvas going to stop the 306/308 bus from coming to Swanscombe and Greeshitblé a
as455going around the area. So we understand frostrations when the only results you see aseraus
deterioration in local services. We will continue to repmrtall the developments and EDC decisions as
they happen.

Theme Park Due to he developer carrying out furthe
environmental and transport studies the submission of
planning application is expected to be in the middle of next y
This, if approved will allow the site to openn 2021.Covering
872 acres of Swanscombe Marshie couldprovide up to Z,000
jobs and attract up to 15,000,000 visitors each year. Our
thought isfiget it right, our area cannot afford any mistakes orfi
scheme of this sizdf you want to follow their progress you cafi:
see it ori www.londonparamount.info 2

Swanscombe Tigers FC arelet t er known fAThe Tigerso
be a Kent FA Charter Standard Community Club of the year in 2014. They are
always seeking new playemand volunteers besides boys and men, girls and

women are welcome for extra teams next seadoimterested,contact club

Secretary Kevin  Matthews on 01474356082 or visit the website
www.swanscombetigers.coriihe club is in its 20, year and celebrates the'™0

next year with a dinnerdanceinSepthi s year 6s presentation awards
receiving long service awards af@ Disability Players getting éir 10year, bng service wards, a great
recordTo keep the game enjoyable and safe theavel ub
a look at the websitettp://www.thefa.com/myfootball/player/respedor more information.

Rubbish we donét t hi nk DBrCrubbishsn oar Tayvo. ®Vith the instadlatiah of new
waste bin corrals at numerous locations across the Town, many of you have experienced problems wi
waste collectionOne such ares Gilbert Close, where the new corrals initially caused more problems than
they resolved. Bins being moved, overfilletht emptied corrals filled with waste, broken bin® name

just a few. You contacted us and your Association Councillors acted.ih@ilpert Close at least, most of
these issues have been addres®éel are still keeping the situation under review tho&hif you live in




